Earthquake Scavenger Hunt
Part #1:
http://www.ncsu.edu/labwrite/res/middle/quake-worksheet.htm
1. Plate tectonics is the ______________ slow movement of the _______________ _______________,
the outermost part of the earth. This motion is what causes _________________ and ______________
and has created most of the spectacular scenery around the world.

2. Define a fault. _______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
3. Define and draw a diagram of each of the following:
a. Normal fault

b. Reverse fault

c. Strike-Slip fault

3. When an earthquake occurs, it releases ____________ in the form of ______________ that radiate
from the earthquake source in ______________ ________________ . The different types of energy
_____________ shake the ground in different ways and also travel through the earth at
______________ ________________ .
4. The P waves, also called _____________ or _____________ waves are the fastest wave, traveling
_____________ km/second (_____________ or _____________). They are the first to arrive at a given
location and can travel through _____________ and _____________ layers of the Earth. Because they
travel in a push-pull _____________ _____________, there is little displacement of the Earth’s
materials. P-waves are the _____________ _____________ of all seismic waves.
5. The S waves, also called _____________ or _____________ waves are slower than the P wave, with
maximum speeds reaching _____________ km/second. S waves shake the ground _____________ and
_____________ AND _____________ and _____________ perpendicular to the direction it is
travelling. Because S waves do not travel in a linear motion they are the _____________
_____________. S waves _____________ only pass through solids.

Part #2:
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?categoryID=11
7. What is the biggest earthquake ever (name the country) ? ____________________________
8. What year did it occur? _________________
9. List three facts about this earthquake.
a. ______________________________________________________________________
b. ______________________________________________________________________
c. ______________________________________________________________________
10. Which states in the United States have the most earthquakes? _______________ and _____________
11. For the first state, when did the largest earthquake occur and what was its magnitude? ____________
___________________________________________________________________________________
12. For the first state, was the earthquake the only thing that caused property damage and loss of life? If
not, what else occurred? ______________________________________________________________
13. For the second state, when did the largest earthquake occur and what was its magnitude? _________
___________________________________________________________________________________
14. For the second state, where did the earthquake occur and how much displacement was observed?
___________________________________________________________________________________
15. What are the top ten (10) earthquakes in the history of the United States? (Place a star next to those
that have a magnitude of 8.0 or more.
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16. What are the top five most destructive earthquakes in the world?
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